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Synopsis

Drawn from Peter H. Lee’s Sourcebook of Korean Civilization, Volume |, this abridged introductory
collection offers students and general readers primary readings in the social, intellectual, and
religious traditions of Korea from ancient times through the sixteenth century. Sources of Korean
Tradition is arranged according to the major epochs of Korean history, including sections on: Korean
culture - its origins, writing, education, poetry, song, social life, and rituals; religion - the rise of
Buddhism and Confucianism; the economy - the land, agriculture, commerce, and currency; and its
changing political structures.A superb collection by the foremost scholars in the field, Sources of
Korean Tradition is supplemented by a bibliography and prefaces by both editors. An impressive
storehouse for the grand corpus of thought, beliefs, and customs held by people of Korea for
centuries, this volume is a valuable companion for those interested in the history of Korea and East

Asian studies.
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Customer Reviews

A monumental accomplishment. (Korean Studies)Beginning scholars of Asian Studies...will find this

a challenging but worthwhile book to read. (Korean Quarterly)

Drawn from Peter H. Lee’s Sourcebook of Korean Civilization, Volume One, this abridged
introductory collection offers students and general readers primary readings in the social,

intellectual, and religious traditions of Korean from ancient times through the sixteenth century.



If anyone in interested in the stories behind those great Korean Television epics this is the book.

excellent

great

EXCELLENT BOOK. IF THIS IS YOUR INTEREST, YOU WILL REALLY ENJOY THIS BOOK.NM
WHAT ELSE TO SAY? NO MORE, | SAID IT.

| am not a scholar, nor do | pretend to be - | am an enthusiast of primary sources and history!This
book, while scholarly in appearance, is very easy to read and meshes perfectly with my interest
(and very probably yours as well if you are looking at this book on , teehee). The general layout of
the sections flow together seamlessly. This is most notable in the separate fonts: one used for the
author’s description and one for the source. (It is a little frustrating that the font types are not
included in the publishing information because the source-font is one | want to use! Guess | have to
find it the old fashioned way: looking at all the fonts available in my Windows Word program, grr....)
The descriptions of the sources themselves are informative and give context to each source as it
pertains to the section it is located within."Sources of Korean Tradition Volume 1" gives readers a
general knowledge and understanding of important Korean works that one who is not versed in
Korean history or language would never have been exposed to otherwise. It certainly inspired me to
delve deeper into the subject. It's bibliography can be used to provide an excellent list for further
reading. | recommend "Sources of Korean Tradition Volume 1" most highly. | hope this review helps

to sway you in a favorable way towards this text! Happy Reading Everyone :)

Great for the grandkids.

| was very disappointed to note that the authors did not choose to present ANY resources for
exploring the role of Korea as a cultural bridge, transmitting Chinese culture to the Japanese. Such
care was taken to be thorough, | can’t help but suspect that current political relations diminished the
authors’ abilities to making perfectly professional choices in scope. Great, disappointing,

presumedly-intentional blind spot in their work.
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